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The paddy rice is one of the most
important crops in many countries,
including Japan, China, and Korea.
Most Japanese farmers in Hokkaido
use small and polyculture farming
systems and cultivate hybrid rice
under rain-fed conditions. In the

spring or early summer, the field is
first ploughed and then seedbed is
formed with a rice seed drill. In this
field, most commonly used paddy
rice varieties, categorized by their

flowering times and grain sizes, are
grown. In Hokkaido, some farmers
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plant other crops after the rice is
matured and ripened. The paddy
rice is sown in late March or early

April, usually in a paddy field with a
four-layer ridged sowing, because

rice plants grow more vigorously in
fields covered with a four-layer

ridged sowing. Rice seedlings can
be transplanted at 3 days after the
ploughing. At that time, when the

temperature is below 10�C, the soil
is cold and water is abundant, the
soil is very hard and easily causes

breakage. The soil is, however,
more than 6-7cm deep and well

drained, and the field is occupied by
canola, so the application of soil
nutrients is a strong possibility.

Before the seedlings emerge from
the soil surface, the fertilizer

products are applied either through
broadcasting or through a drip-line.
Seedlings are nursed in a nursery
field. At the time of transplanting,

when seedlings, which were
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transplanted in a nursery field, grow
to the six-leaf stage (3-4 weeks

after transplanting), the seedlings
are transplanted to the paddy fields.

After seedlings have been
transplanted, the quantity of

fertilizer products is much less than
when the seedlings are grown in the

nursery field. After the seedlings
mature, rice seed drill sowing, and

fertilizer are applied every 7 days or
10 days. Rice seeds are spread to 6
to 7 cm depth on the soil surface,
three rice seeds per hill, and four
hills per line. Sowing is completed
from middle of June to middle of

July.
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